Localization of human placental opiate binding sites on the syncytial brush border membrane.
Opiate binding sites were measured in different placental membrane fractions which were characterized by marker enzyme analysis and electron microscopic examination. The distribution pattern of opiate binding sites in the different fractions closely parallels that of placental alkaline phosphatase. These results clearly show that opiate binding sites are mainly located on the syncytial brush border membrane. The opiate binding sites found on microvillus membrane fraction have the same pharmacological characteristics as the Kappa opiate binding site previously characterized on placental crude membrane fraction.